
2018 Highland West Junior High 8th Grade Summer Reading Requirement  

“A book, too, can be a star, a living fire to lighten the darkness, leading out into the expanding universe.” 

— Madeleine L’Engle 

Dear Panther Parents and Students,  

We are very excited to start an educationally enriched 8th grade year with you. In our effort to 

increase critical thinking skills, Highland West Junior High is continuing the implementation of our 

summer reading requirement. Students enrolled in 8th Grade English should choose one of the 

following books to read critically over the summer break. We encourage parents to be involved in 

this choice as some of the selections are for more mature readers. Students will need to complete the 

summer reading book report and bring it to their English class on the first day of 8th grade. Books may 

be borrowed from the Moore Public Library, OKC Library located at SW 134th & Penn, and Half Priced 

Books. Summer reading lists are sent to these locations as well as Barnes & Noble in Norman, so extra 

copies are available. Students may read individually or with a family member.  

Happy reading!  

Choose one book from below. 

Dreamland Burning 

Jennifer Latham 

Saints and Misfits  

S.K. Ali 

Refugee 

Alan Gratz 

Summerlost 

Ally Condie 

Midnight at the Electric 

Jodi Lynn Anderson 

Amina's Voice 

Hena Khan 

The Great Greene Heist 

Varian Johnson 

See You in the Cosmos 

Jack Cheng 

Piecing Me Together 

Renee Watson 

Return to Sender 

Julia Alvarez  

Ashes to Asheville 

Sarah Dooley 

Between Two Skies 

Joanne O’Sullivan 

Countdown  

Deborah Wiles  

Armstrong & Charlie 

Steven Frank 

Long Way Down 

Jason Reynolds 

Magnus Chase  

Rick Riordan 

Braced 

Alyson Gerber 

Miles Morales: Spider-Man              

Jason Reynolds 

The Seventh Most Important 

Thing  

Shelley Pearsall  

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and 

the Carlisle Indian School 

Football Team Steve Sheinkin 

Goodbye Days                                       

Jeff Zentner 

 

Detach on the line and return with completed assignment. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Honor Code: 

When a student signs her/his name to any assignment, s/he is stating that the assignment is hers/his 

alone and that s/he has neither sought nor accepted help, other than that explicitly permitted by the 

teacher. A student may never copy anyone’s work or have anyone dictate any part of the 

assignment to her/him. Furthermore, when a student discusses an assignment in class, gives an oral 

presentation, or writes an essay, s/he implicitly states that s/he has read the work(s) s/he discusses or 

writes about. Plagiarism of any type will result in a grade of zero for the assignment and notification to 

the sponsors of any clubs/organizations to which the student belongs.  

 

I understand and agree to do my best to meet the expectations for the 2018 Language Arts Summer 

Reading Assignment and to abide by the honor code.  

 

*Student Signature __________________________*Parent/GuardianSignature___________________________ 



Name_________________________________________________________ Date_______________ 

8th Grade Language Arts: Summer Reading Book Report 

Book Title: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Author: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Setting: Give a vivid description of the time, place and mood of this book. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Exposition: Explain in detail the events and the characters that set the story in motion. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Climax: Explain in detail the climax or most exciting moment in the story. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Resolution: Explain in detail how the author reveals the final outcome of the conflict and explains 

the unknown elements in the novel. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Theme: What is the lesson or moral of the story? Explain why. This should be an idea that the author 

is trying to teach the reader, with reasoning.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Conflict: What is one conflict in the story? How was the conflict resolved? What might have  

happened if the conflict was not resolved? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Text Comparison:  How is a character in your book similar or different to a character in another 

book, movie, or someone you know? Explain in detail how the two characters are similar and/or how 

they are different. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn in to 

your English 

teacher. 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  Character: Choose a character and explain how the character changes throughout the story. 

What causes the change? What lesson does the character learn? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  Opinion: If you had to persuade someone else to read this book, what would you say? Without 

revealing the end, write enough about this book to make someone else want to read it. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Choose three quotes from the novel that are meaningful to you. Copy the quotes and page 

numbers below. Then explain why the quotes are meaningful to you.  Each response should be 3-5 

sentences long and reflect a personal connection between you and the text. 

Quote and Page Number Your Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


